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Introductions

•Name

•Pronouns

•Organization

•Location



Q&A: 
What is your earliest (or favorite) 
memory of participating in civic 

engagement?

Put your answer in the chat box.



Presentation Outline

• Role of nonprofits in elections

• Staying nonpartisan

• About the 2024 election

• Strategies

• Resources



Today's Key Takeaways

1. Nonprofits play a critical role 
as a trusted messenger in an age 
of polarization

2. Nonprofits can and should do 
voter engagement



Q&A: Why should Nonprofits 
care about Elections?

Put your answer in the chat box.



Nonprofits help voter turnout

"Americans engaged by 
nonprofits saw a 
staggering 10 percentage 
point increase in voter 
turnout compared to similar 
voters who weren’t engaged."

"The underlying motivation is really about 
promoting equity, about building a more 
inclusive electorate where all voices are 
heard,” says Miller. At the same time, voting 
has real-world consequences for communities 
and the nonprofits that live in them."

Read the Nonprofit Power Report

Local nonprofits “are a known person. It’s not 
someone random who parachuted into your 
neighborhood a week before the election or 
some anonymous mailer that you got. It’s the 
place you drop your kids off for after-school 
programs,” says Miller. “We encourage more 
nonprofits to move into this space.…[They] have 
long-term relationships, trust, and roots in the 
communities they serve.”

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofit-power-report/


Nonprofits are trusted

• Nonprofits are a trusted 
resource.

• We are all stronger when 
our democracy is strong. 

• Voting is the cornerstone 
of a healthy democracy.

7 in 10 voters WANT nonprofits 
to engage in voter engagement
- Nonprofit Vote

https://nonprofitquarterly.org/nonprofits-can-mobilize-votersand-should/?link_id=3&can_id=443d2c064e1bb32229af208e1b036444&source=email-big-nonprofit-power-developments&email_referrer=email_2300549&email_subject=big-nonprofit-power-developments


Today's Key Takeaways

1. Nonprofits play a critical role 
as a trusted messenger in an age 
of polarization

2. Nonprofits can and should do 
voter engagement



There are rules that nonprofits 
need to follow if engaging in 

election activities. 

Let’s see what you already know!



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
Nonprofits must remain nonpartisan, true or false?

To answer type A or B into the chat box.

A. True

B. False



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
Nonprofits must remain nonpartisan, true or false?

To answer type A or B into the chat box.

A. True

B. False



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
To vote in Minnesota, a person must be

*To answer type A, B, C, D, or E into the chat box.

A. At least 18 years old

B. A U.S. citizen

C. Minnesota resident of at least 20 days

D. Not currently incarcerated for a felony offense

E. All of the above



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
To vote in Minnesota, a person must be
*To answer type A, B, C, D, or E into the chat box.

A. At least 18 years old

B. A U.S. citizen

C. Minnesota resident of at least 20 days

D. Not currently incarcerated for a felony 
offense

E. All of the above

Important!

Only U.S. citizens 
may register to vote. 
People with other 
legal status in the U.S. 
(such as a green 
card) cannot vote.

If you help register 
people to vote, DO 
NOT register folks who 
are not U.S. Citizens.

This can be a 
deportable offense.



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
To vote in Minnesota, do folks need to bring an ID to the polls?

*To answer type A, B, C, D, or E into the chat box.

A. Yes

B. No

C. Depends

D. I Don't Know



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
To vote in Minnesota, do folks need to bring an ID to the polls?

Answer: C) Depends!



Nonprofits + Elections: Rules 

101
501c3 nonprofit organizations must remain nonpartisan. 

501c3 nonprofit organizations can… 
• Voter registration 
• Voter education 
• Get out the vote activities
• Support or oppose ballot measure questions

501c3 nonprofit organizations cannot… 
• Support or oppose specific candidates for office 
• Support or oppose political parties 



501c3 nonprofits CAN

• Continue to advocate for the organization’s issues during an 
election year

• Educate all candidates on issues within the purview of the 
organization

• Conduct nonpartisan voter education sessions

• Sponsor candidate debates

• Conduct voter registration drives

• Establish a 501c4
obecome familiar with the different rules!



Housing nonprofits CAN
• Share nonpartisan voting resources with residents who live in your organization's housing facilities

o Your org's logo can be on the literature

• Doorknock residents and encourage them to vote

o Do not wear any attire that could look partisan

• Offer transportation to the polls

• Encourage folks to take advantage of early voting

o this may be helpful for those who are homeless/highly mobile

• Register folks to vote (ensure they are citizens!)

• Consider adjusting curfew (if you have a shelter) so clients don't have to choose between exercising their right 
to vote and having a bed to sleep in

• Find out whether your local election office can send a representative to your organization to register clients

• Discuss with your local election office the possibility of using your organization as a polling site

• Allow residents to use your shelter's address to vote

o Minnesota provides instructions on registering with a described sleeping location but adds that voters 
without an address will be asked to swear under oath at the polling location that their address is 
correctly listed. (Our Homes Our Votes, 8/19/2020)



Housing Focused Voter Guide

• A Toolkit to Ensure 
People Experiencing 
Homelessness Can 
Exercise Their Right to 
Vote

https://endhomelessness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NAEH_EveryOneVotes_05.pdf
https://endhomelessness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NAEH_EveryOneVotes_05.pdf
https://endhomelessness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NAEH_EveryOneVotes_05.pdf
https://endhomelessness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NAEH_EveryOneVotes_05.pdf
https://endhomelessness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NAEH_EveryOneVotes_05.pdf


501c3 nonprofits CANNOT

• Endorse candidates for public office 
• Make any campaign contributions 
• Ask candidates to sign pledges on any issue 
• Publish or communicate anything that explicitly 

or implicitly favors or opposes a candidate
• Let candidates use office space, equipment, 

mailing lists, etc.
• Rate a candidate on support of an issue
• Publicize which candidates share your 

nonprofit's views
• Targeting or registering voters for only one 

party (showing bias)



Elections 2024

What’s going on?



What Seats are up for Election?

All voters will have these races on their 
general election ballot:

• Federal Offices
o U.S. President and Vice President
o Minnesota U.S. Senate seat

▪ Class I Senator currently held by Sen. Klobuchar

o Minnesota U.S. House of Representatives 
seats

▪ All 8 Congressional District seats

• State Offices
o Minnesota Legislature

▪ All 134 House of Representatives seats

o Minnesota Supreme and appellate court 
judges

Election Day = Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Voters may also have one or more 
of these races on their ballot:

• City Officers

• School Board members

• Township Officers

• Local Ballot questions

Secretary of State: Sample Ballots
(will be updated 45 days prior to election)

Who Represents Me?

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/whats-on-my-ballot
https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/


2024 Election Calendar

Minnesota Secretary Of State - Elections Calendar

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/election-administration-campaigns/elections-calendar/


Q&A: 
What’s a voting advantage we 

have in MN?

Put your answer in the chat box.



Early and Absentee is Trendy



Multiple Ways to Vote

• Vote early by mail.

• You do need a witness to 
sign your mail-in ballot.

• Ballot must be received by 
Election Day (get it in early!)

• Request an absentee ballot 
starting May 15, 2024

Vote Early by Mail / Absentee

• Available starting 46 days 
before the election.

• Vote early at your county 
election office.

Vote Early In person

Scroll to bottom of page for Early Voting Dates 2024 (Secretary of State)

Election Day

• Polls are open from 
7:00am – 8:00pm

• As long as you are in line 
by 8pm, you can vote 
(even if you do not reach 
the front of the line until 
after 8pm)

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-by-mail/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/find-county-election-office/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/find-county-election-office/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-in-person/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-in-person/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/election-day-voting


Q&A: 
1) What have been some of your most successful 

voter engagement outreach strategies in the past?

2) What are your biggest barriers or worries about 
doing voter engagement as a nonprofit? Why?

Put your answer in the chat box.



Tips and tools

What can you do?



Q&A: What are some ways 
nonprofits can increase voter 

turnout?

Put your answer in the chatbox.



Voter Registration
• Registering to vote is 

the first step!

• Nonprofits, grocery 
stores, churches, 
mosques, community 
centers, parks, and 
more.

• Paper applications

• Assisting voters

• Deadline for returning 
paper application – 10 
days

• Offering incentives or 
exchange of goods for 
registering to vote = no

• State agency and 
nonprofit voter 
registration requirements



National Voter Registration 

Day• September 17, 2024

• Sign up to be a partner today!

• Access tons of resources on the website – 
social media tools, posters, stickers, guides, 
COVID-proofing events.

• Folks can register to vote and check their 
voter registration!

• Important: Only citizens are allowed to 
register.

• NEW THIS YEAR: National Voter Registration 
Day in MN High Schools 2024 60% of eligible voters are 

never asked to register!
-National Voter Registration Day

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved/national-voter-registration-day-in-mn-high-schools-2024/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved/national-voter-registration-day-in-mn-high-schools-2024/


Youth Voting

Despite needing to be 18-years-old 
to cast your vote in Minnesota, 16 
and 17-year-olds are now able to 
pre-register for when they become 
eligible. On their 18th birthday, they 
will be automatically added to the 
state's list of registered voters.

More than 1,000 MN teens have pre-
registered to vote under new law, Axios

Voter Pre-registration for 16 and 17 
year olds (new as of Fall 2023!)

National Voter Registration Day in MN 
High Schools 2024 (new this year!)

For the first time, Minnesota will hold a live
statewide virtual high school event featuring
a step-by-step voter registration and
preregistration (ages 16/17) session!
Every high school- public and private,
rural, suburban, and urban- is invited
to join this groundbreaking celebration
of youth voices, and civic engagement.

https://www.axios.com/local/twin-cities/2023/10/06/minnesota-youth-voter-registration-law
https://www.axios.com/local/twin-cities/2023/10/06/minnesota-youth-voter-registration-law
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved/national-voter-registration-day-in-mn-high-schools-2024/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved/national-voter-registration-day-in-mn-high-schools-2024/


Nonprofit Staff Vote

• Nonprofit Staff Vote is a joint campaign 
that aims to encourage nonprofit 
employers to offer employees paid time 
off to vote on or before Election Day.

• Almost 3/5 of states require employers 
to provide some form of time off for 
their staff to vote.

o As a Nonprofit Staff Vote supporter, 
you’ll be one of the many nonprofits 
stepping up to give employees time 
off to vote during early voting or on 
Election Day.

• Minnesota requires staff have 2 hours 
off to vote (time is paid)

Nonprofit Staff Vote is a program of Nonprofit Vote

Nonprofit Staff Vote Toolkit
- "time off to vote" policy 

template
- "GOTV" email from leadership 

template
- Free downloadable posters
- Social media posts + graphics
- And more!

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofit-staff-vote/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Nonprofit-Staff-Vote-Toolkit.pdf


Social Media

Use your social media 
channels to encourage 
your staff, volunteers, 
board members, 
community partners, 
donors, and others to 
be a voter! 

Post pictures of 
your staff with 
their “I voted” 

stickers! 



Create a webpage

https://www.minnesotanonprofits.org/public-policy/elections


Email Signature

Bailey Sutter (she/her)
Public Policy Manager
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits
2314 University Ave. W., Suite 20
St. Paul, MN 55114

Be a voter on November 5th! Find voting information at mnvotes.org.

Consider: What are other easy, everyday places that may 

not be obvious to highlight elections, but would be effective 

outreach?

http://www.mnvotes.org/


Write a blog post



Send an external email

What’s included in the email? 
• Why engaging candidates and voting is 

important
• Tips and information to help you engage
• Date of the Primary Election
• Link to where you can find your sample ballot
• Information about voting early
• Polling place locator

National Council of Nonprofits 
resource



Distribute information

The Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State produces and 
distribute voter and election-
related materials at no cost and in 
multiple languages. 

This office can also help with info 
about:
• Register to vote

• Election day voting

• Other ways to vote

• What's on my ballot?

• How elections work in MN

Resource
Secretary of State 

2024 Voter 
Participation Toolkit

Additional Secretary of State Voter 
Outreach Materials

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/5599/voter-outreach-toolkit-2024.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/5599/voter-outreach-toolkit-2024.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/5599/voter-outreach-toolkit-2024.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved/voter-outreach-materials/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved/voter-outreach-materials/


Make Voting Accessible

“I want to see Civic Engagement 
that includes our grandmothers”

-BIPOC Organizers



Affirm Voters



Make Voter Engagement fun! 

• Use gifs, images, and memes 
with different languages and pop 
culture references



Voting is Social and a Habit! 

• Past voting behavior is a 
good predictor of future 
voting behavior.

• Encourage voters you’ve 
engaged to reach out to 
their family members!

• One of the best predictors 
of whether someone votes 
is whether people around 
them vote.



Additional Resources

General
• MapTheVote

• Rock the Vote

• Secretary of State

• State Voices

• TurboVote

• Vote.org

Nonprofit Specific

• Bolder Advocacy's Top Resources

• Minnesota Council of Nonprofits
o Nonprofit Voter Guide coming soon!

• National Council of Nonprofits
o IRS Guidance
o Permitted Nonprofit Nonpartisan 

Activities
o Voter Registration
o Ballot Information
o State-by-State Information
o Nonprofit Nonpartisan Election Tips

▪ webinar

https://mapthe.vote/
https://www.rockthevote.org/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/
https://statevoices.org/programs/tools-for-all/
https://turbovote.org/
https://www.vote.org/
https://afj.org/article/running-the-advocacy-race-bolder-advocacys-top-resources-for-an-impactful-2024-election-season/
https://www.minnesotanonprofits.org/public-policy/elections
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/everyday-advocacy/voting-and-community-engagement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6yhl0oecDY


Local Organizations

• Asian American Organizing Project

• Black Votes Matter MN

• Minnesota Voice

• Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State

• Women for Political Change

http://aaopmn.org/
https://www.blackvotesmattermn.com/
https://www.minnesotavoice.org/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/
https://www.womenforpoliticalchange.org/


MCN's Policy Newsletter

• Subscribe - Minnesota 
Council of Nonprofits 
(minnesotanonprofits.org)

• Short for time?

Copy paste our elections 
info into your 
newsletter!  #teamwork

https://minnesotanonprofits.org/subscribe
https://minnesotanonprofits.org/subscribe
https://minnesotanonprofits.org/subscribe


Today's Key Takeaways

1. Nonprofits play a critical role 
as a trusted messenger in an age 
of polarization

2. Nonprofits can and should do 
voter engagement



Questions?
Bailey Sutter

public policy manager

bsutter@minnesotanonprofits.org

651-757-3072
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